








O ur momentum is growing.
Bush is done, consumerism is
collapsing and th e pat ricians

are dancing for plebeian votes .

I
was 19 years old w hen I awoke o n September II,

2001 , to the definin g event of our era. Huddled
with others around a screen, I watched live tele­
vision broa dcast images of planes flying into th e
World Trade Cent er. Th e mood of life - its color

and to ne - changed in an instant .
The import ance of my schoo l receded to the back­

groun d; it was d ear th at the wo rld had bigger qu estion s
to resolve. A month later, I watched the American inva­
sion of Afghanistan on C N N. W hile the con~DSUS in
America seemed firmly behind mili tary ret ribut ion, I met
many peop le who ex pressed deep dissatisfaction wi th the
invasion and realized th at 9/ I I was a tremendo us open­
ing that called human ity's coll ective futu re into qu es­
tion. I didn 't know wh ether
or not we should have invaded
Afghani stan , or even wh o the
Talfban were. In fact , like mo st
young peo ple at that time, I was
blissfully ignorant of the wo rld
outside America. But I kn ew
that life afte r g/ II was ru sh.
ing toward a conclusion that
no one, young or old , could full y foresee. Noth ing could
be more exciting for the youthful spirit than to feel that
the futu re was open to discu ssion , and I resolved to start
an ant i-war stude nt organization. With this decision, I
unkn owingly jo ined a nation -wide movement that was
buildi ng momentum toward a revoluti on ary mo ment .

We found ed an organi zation at Swart hmo re College
called Wh y War? and adop ted the mon o "~estion the
war." OUt position was Simple: g/II bltnd stded us, and
we need time to reflect before we'll kn ow the proper re­
sponse. How ever, when it became clear that we had to
fight to have our voices heard , we turn ed to protest .

I remember the mood in 2003 when 38 million people
worldw ide gathered to voice their oppos itio n to the im­
pending invasio n of Iraq. O n th e stree ts of New York , we
felt th at we had finally acco mplished an organizational
feat capable of altering the futur e. I watched as my friends
broke thro ugh barricades, and I refused to move as p0­

lice hor ses charged a blocked st reet, nearly tramp ling my
head. The revolutionary momentu m was at a peak - it felt
like anyt hing was possible, and th at a new wo rld was tru ­
ly within our grasp. How could the world leader s stand
against us when we were able to organ ize and synchronize
prot ests o n every continent in the world ?

But o ur movemen t didn 't sto p America from invading
Iraq. Th e much-h erald ed " Day X ," a day of civil disobe­
dience that was sup po sed to sw«- p the nation, fizzled out
with out not iceable ach ievement s. Ou r failure to prevent
the Iraq war dealt a blow to our confidenc e and our mo­
mentum dissipated .

Ah hou gh the Bush admi nistrat ion was able to stem the
tide brieRy, it did nothing to weaken our visio n - merely
driving us underg round and making our present resur­
gence mor e powerful. And in place of th e naive hop es of
yesterday arc th e matur e demand s of today - voiced in
wh ispers in ou r hope ful heart s, a dangerous cons piracy to
ou tlast the regime, to maintain our yo uthful ex ube rance
but temper it with wise considera tion. We've seen eno ugh
in the seven lon g years since g/ I I to kn ow that we were
righ t to question the war and to tru st that , inevita bly, we
a n change the futur e.

Ou r mo ment um is growing . Bush is done, consume r­
ism is collapsing and the patricians are dancing for plebe­
ian vot es. O n the hor izon appea r presidential candidates

who claim to be th e so urce
of our st rength, but who are
me rely the symptom of the
revol utionary thru st picking up
again in America. We're opt i­
mistic for the futu re and willing
to be insp ired , but too skepti­
cal to respon d to the rhetor ic
of " Ho pe" and "Change" with

ou r whole heart s. So we let them do rhc wor k of enco ur­
aging demand s for change, kn ow ing full well that we will
carry their promises furt he r than th ey int end . What we
hear is not what they're saying. What we' ll acco mplish is
not what they envision. By playing (or our votes , the es­
tablishment on ly helps us see the questio ns that are off
limits and the positions that are deem ed impo ssible.

In mart ial arts classes, timid stude nts are taught to pUt
their fists thr ough solid wood by punching th ro ugh the
barri er. Th e target is not [he wood , but the space behind
the wood. Likewise, in revolut ions, mom entum is no t
meant to stop on a specific day, but to carry thr ou gh to
the ot her side. T he bar rier is the lim ita tio ns of what has
been declared po ssible. We'lI overco me it by imagining ,
demand ing and achieving th e impo ssible. In the weeks
and mont hs ahead, we will see America's revolut ion ary
mo ment um build and, wi th wise yo ut hfulness and experi­
enced imagination, we willlea rn to pierce the ment al bar­
rier that stands betw een the tired allegiance to this wo rld
and a passionate building of the next. O ur target is not the
elect ion , but a tim e beyond the election, wh en ou r mental
preparation will combine with our politica l mom entu m in
a revolutionary mo ment tha t ushers in a sto rm o f change.
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