




















passed it in front of my eyes to see if they followed the
flame, and if I was afraid. Then, using the matches he
set about burning the nipple first of one breast, then the
other.

He addressed one of his assistants. “You can go ahead!’

This one then lit the paper torches which he had been
holding in readiness and started to scorch the soles of my
feet. I didn’t move and made no sound: I had become
completely insensitive, and while Ir— burnt me I was
able to look straight at him without blinking. Furious,
he hit me in the stomach and shouted: ‘Y
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“You're finished! Finished! Do
you hear? Can you talk? I'l]
make you shit! You'd like me

to kill you right away, wouldn’t
yous But it’s not finished yet. Do
you know what thirst is? We’re
going to let you die of thirst!’

The current had completely dehydrated my tongue, my
lips, my throat, which were as rough and hard as wood.
Ir— must have known that torture by electricity induced
an insupportable thirst. He had given up his matches, and

in his hand he held a glass and zinc jug. ‘It’s two days since
you’ve had anything to drink. Another four days before
you die of thirst. Four days can be a long time! You'll
want to lick up your piss.’
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Waterboarding works. Drowning
is a baseline fear. Most people ca-
pitulate in less than 30 seconds.
The CIA operatives who tortured
Al-Qaeda leader Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed were surprised when
he held out for two and a half
minutes. In the ethically loboto-
mized world after g/11, is it per-
missible to speculate how long
Bush and Cheney would hold
out before telling us what really
transpired in the lead up to the
occupation of Iraq?

Kono Matsu



Do to others what you

would have them do to you.
MATTHEW 7:12




