


As M Y EXP ER IE NCE AS AN ACT IVIST GROWS . one fact has be­
come increasingl y un avo idabl e : financial freedom is a pr e­
requ isite for radical thou gh t and acti on . Without a source
of income. that does no t requ ire an ethical cap itulatio n, it is
d.i.ffieult . if no t impo ssible. to mai ntain th e cult ure j amming
ethos. T he solutio n to thi s pr oblem is nor as simp le as apply­
ing for non-profit jobs, parti cularly because th ese NG O s are
oft en times invested in th e same state of affairs th at ecd ay's
cultur ejammer is fight ing. It seems corporatio ns have trans­
form ed our wor ld so fundamenta lly that it is nearly impossi­
ble to fund activism without workin g for, or accepting money
&om , "the enemy." But wha t if I don 't want to become one
of th ose sad creative consul tants who write min d-fucki ng ad­
vertiseme nts by day and read Adbwtm by nig ht? I have come
to the conclusion that the onl y solution is to create a way for
activists, culture j ammers. arti sts and out siders to fund th eir
ow n ex iste nce . And t his is w hy I believe th e blackspce is the
nex t big idea that will alte r the way we, as cult ure jam mers,
live : ult imately freeing ourselves from th e chain s of consum­
er socie ty by pr ovidin g viable, ethical fund ing to carry out
our agenda wit hout compromise.

Since its int roduction. the blackspc ehasgone throu gh many
perm utations. I rem ember wh en it first appea red in th e pag­
es of AdblHtm . It W2S , at that time. a symbo lic mark wh ose
mean ing was yet to be determined. Slowly, the bla ckspot
took on cult ure jam mi ng signifi cance as the defiant ma rk
used to oblit erat e m ental pollutant s and criminal brand s. As
a sign of mutin y, th e blackspoe at thi s stage was purel y nega­
tive. It represented the effacement of exisring society but did
not necessarily entail an affirmation. T hi s all chan ged when
th e blackspot mate rialized as an ethical sneaker. For the first
time, the blackspot had reached maturity as a symbo l of nega­
tion and affirmation. In the oblit eration of cons umer culture
ano ther wo rld was enacted : one in whi ch passive con sump­
tion was replaced by activ e parti cipation and where hom og­
enou s global cultur e was reject ed in favor of a local vision.
T he success of th e blackspo t sneaker poin ts toward a futur e
in whic h global corpora tions have bee n de-cooled , and lo­
cal and sustainable businesses thri ve. A wo rld unit ed und er a
mark whose meanin g is left ope n in anti cipat ion of creative
appropriatio n and radical d ifference. We call the se local busi­
nesses simply "Blackspots" and we dem and that each be dif­
ferent . T he blackspoe gains m eaning through its local usage,
not thr ou gh "branding" by adve rtise rs.

H ow many cu lturej ammers actually kn ow how to start a
small business? It is time that we learn . Th e blackspc ewi ll be
built thro ugh head-to- head competi tion with the corporations
curr entl y cho king our local com munities. And the y won' t
go down witho ut a fight. Unl ess we are w illing to take risks
by ent ering corporate-dominated territory I we wi ll never be
able to reclaim our culture from their grip . Let'Stalk specifics:
th e main difficult y th at we face when opening a blackspot in
ou r comm uni ty is raising the start -up capita l. My eyes we re



opened to the reality of the situat ion when I took
a small business start-up training course offered by
my local state-fund ed Small BusinessDevelopm ent
Cent er. T he fact of th e matter is that bank loans
are nor a viable option for blackspon due to their
demands for perso nal collateral and high interest
rates. No bank (within the US) will give a loan to a
small businesswithout securing the loan with your
house, car, personal assets, or assets of your fam­
ily. However, given that accepting money from a
bank is usually no different than accepting corpo­
rate donations, I think most blackspotters will agree
that we should refuse bank loans outrig ht. Without
the possibility of a bank loan, we will need to turn
elsewhere to fund the initial start up capital for ou r
blackspots. It is here that I propose a slightly mod­
ified version of an idea that has already been Boat­
ing arou nd : blackspot microloans.

Unli ke t raditiona l microloans, I pro pose that
blackspot microloans be given by individuals to lo­
calblack-spots in lieu of a donation. For examp le,
if the anticipated start- up costs of a blackspoe in a
ural town is $ 15,000 , then this blackspor would so­

licit loans from individual cultu rejammers at a rea­
sonable interest rate of 4 percent to be repaid over
the course of th ree years. This wou ld immediate­
ly shift the tradit ional division of powe r between
consumers and corporations into a mut ually sus­
raining relationship of active participation . Th e lo­
cal blackspcebenefitsby receiving low-interest rate
loans, the community benefitsfrom a truly local and
unique business, and those who gave the loans ben­
efit throu gh a mod est return on th eir investment.
Those individuals who still prefer (Q donate their
money could ask that the loan be repaid to a gener­
al blackspcr start-up fund that would provid e seed
money to other cultu reja mmers. As you can see,
a blackspce economy could very quickly develop
based upon this propo sed model.

Ultimat ely, the future successof the culturej am­
mer movement, the demise of global capitalism and
its byproduct of mental pollut ion, depends on do­
ing away with the mentality of charity. Instead of
desperately waiting for a few pennies to bedonated,
we need to look around our local commu nities and
identify potential6nanciall y viable blackspot oppor­
tuniti es. Each employee hired by these blackspou ,
each dollar of profit that goes towards funding full­
time cultu rej ammi ng, and each ind ividual turned
from consumer to participant will bring us one step
closer to our vision of a non-c orporat e futur e.


